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1 ſtemper'd Mind.. 


To the very Reverend, © * 
Mr. Richard Baxter, © 
SIR; 


i 

" Hen ou- afjign'd unto me that part, #0f- of 
jay a Memorial for your excellent, de 
nſort, (which. a referved to the fit- 

if hand) band) lot of aroſe the People; wp 
on the occaſion This Text of -Scripture occur- 

ring dorm fo my. hg ( aage'ss I reckon'd might ſufficient 

red ox generally recommended to me, t 

am ſenſible how link the proſecution did ſo) it put me mpon 


with how great diſadvantage, we ſet our. ſelves, at 
any time, to reaſon againſt bodily Inclination. the great An 
tagoniſt we have to contend againſt. in all our. tal La- 


bours ! 

An Attempt, which,if an higher Power ſet not in with #5, 
ok like the os our faint-Breath to the ſteady courſe 

rwer ! 

Thes oftex thought of Cicero's wonder; * That ſince we 
« conſiſt of « Mind and a Body 3 the $kill of caring, and pre- 
&* ſerving the Body, is ſo admirid, as to been thought a 
« Divine Invention: That which refers to the Mind, is neither 
* ſodefired, before it be found ont, nor ſo cultivated afterwards, 
& or 75 rr —_ ory wy to ſo many ;, zea, is even to 
- = molt fu 
- Even dP __ "Phalaris 4k one, in an Epiſtle, (tho by 

way of _—_ That whereas.a good Phyſician may cure a - 
diſtemper'd Body, Death is the only Phyſician for- a di- 


A 2 - I! 


It works not indeed an wxiverſal Care, But, of fach, on 


eee DRE ES En EE 


fr, go bs ( _ I ) uy Aogp a, Þ pans, endure 


—_— are 4 my mw —_ of Creatures ! : I acknowledg 
the Wiſdom of God 3s great and ES i » planting in 
our Natures ſo oe. whigh 
thebeſk _ vi 4s 


| EEE = rig tn Love, their partin 
pn rk. rene toy meg ve J00u 
But for ou, who tive jo amb upon the Borders,an\Fs th 
elite view of the other _ pe ration, ig 
wor, - exſert0-your e © 
fore-thoughts, than they why s . A'perte@ | "If 


ferency fowerds this te, wy Liſe;"3s; 
mine eyes, 4 unde ti prefer bod Yhing, 4nd my daily aim, W Whew 
entreat your Prayers my felt, 


Tour moi? "reſpeefu!, the ARE ts 

4 - Servant and Expettant, inthe Work and.” ff 
© © "Hope of the Oopet, 7 

JOHN" owe || 


wo S >, * 24 
—v=acand = _ ; 
F TS = <<] 


, 7 ras 
” ownconlent. Nothing « can bepinss irrational, ; UNDApPY, 
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2-CoR. 5. 8. 


We or evifident, 1 | T jay, and willing rather to be a ent 
fromthe Body, - to be preſent with the Lor 


ſolemn Face of this Allembly, Ge 
tell me that you already know the' preſent, 
\—ar gt And that b ſcarce need. 
to tell any of Tonk. Ongnd Cao orthy, ho- 
noured Friend, Baxter, "is dead; . You 
- have (tis like moſt of you) often met her' 
in dioplace 3 when her pleaſed looks were wont:to ſhew 
what delight ſhe took, to have many ſhare in thoſe ; —_ 
Advancagazatizcie bo lid-a mage Shculice latgreſt + Tg 

are now to meet her, here, no more ; CODES 


ſelves to lament together, that our World hatÞ loſt ſo defi- 


rable an Inhabitant : And to learn (as I hope youdeſign) . 
what ſo inſtrudive an occaſion ſhall (of it: ef, or as it may 
be improvd)) ſerve to teach us. 

- Ke doth of #t-ſe/f moſt obviouſly teach the common Do- 
cument, that we, who are- of the ſame make and: mould,.. 
muſt all die too. And our own prudence ſhould. | 
I one ſtep further, and apprehend it a moſt coveta--. 

pathlog e4 dag of our-minds might comply with 
our cate, .And rogues ma dil. 
fince we muſt die, : to die willingly, .and-with our. 
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than tobe engaged in a continual quarrel with Neceſlity ;. 
which will prevail, and be,too- hard for us .at laſt. . No- 
courle is'{6 wile in it ſelggor good for us, as to be reconci- 
led ts what we carinot Woid'z to bear a facile. | ding. 
mind towards a: determination,. which. admits of no re- 
—_ | | 
” the Subje& now tobe jnſtited on, may help us to: 
improve the ſad occafion to this very important purpoſe ; 
And:ſhew us that dying, which cannet be willed. for it ft, 
may be j ind with ſomewhat: elſe which may «1d duabt to 
ſos ann that evofartion; becortie the objei of 2 ratio- 
nal and moſt complacential willingneſs. 
. <A Sabje&/recomimended:to-me (though notthe Heck 
Text), by one, than whom I'know no-Man that was 
able to- make a fit:choice 3. as (in the preſent.caſe) :notte 
could have. that right to chule. A 
; Teandor ſtay. ro diſcuſs and;open the moſt fruitful plea-- 
ſane feries of diCourſe inthe foregoing Verſts,thouph there. 
ſomewhat npon it by'and' by. 


wilt/beoccafion to reflect 
Bur, in the Text, the Apoſtle aflerts two things-concertts 
ing the temper of his Ipirit in-reference.to Death. 


His-4 and | Wii !, 


1; Hir Corfidenct 3 or his Courage-and Fortitude, [ We 
are confident; 1 fay} He had'/ſaid it before, Ferſ..6. We: 
are- always confident ;, and aſligned the Cauſe, knowing that: 
while we are preſent in the Body, we are abſent from-the Lord. 
And declared'the kind.of that krowledg, (wiz. which he had 
of that ' preſence of the Lord, whereof he was deprived, by 

$i the Body.) that is, that it was the knowledg 
of "Hot of Sight, Verſ. 7, Now here. he addsz We 


7 are 


at th Sth. th ith 
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are confident, 7 fay. It notes a deliberate courage, And 
the 7 mayer of It ; that ir was not a fuddain Fit z a paſli- 
-on foon over. He had faid above Segewvres mirrors, We 
are confident at al times, It was his habitual temper. And 
-here the ingemination ſignifies izcreaſe 3 as if he had ſaid, 
We grow more and more bold, and adventurous, while 
we conſider the ſtare of our caſe, and what we ſuffer by 
our preſence inthe Body. Senſe of injury of damage 
heightens, and adds an edg unto true valour. We wo 
venture upon a thoufand Deaths, if the matter were left 
entirely to our own Option, rather than be thus with-held 
any longer from the Preſence of our bleſſed Loxd 3 A thing 
W nothing but duty to him could make us patient. 
We are not deftitute of the fortitude, to enable us even to 
raſh upon Death without. more ado, if he did fay the 
word : Bat as yet. he bids us ſtay 3 and 55s ſupream and 
holy Will maſt in all things determine owrs. Therefore 'tis 
— in the midſt of this high tranſport, 
werſ. 9. efore we labour, that whether preſent or ab- 
ſent, we might be accepted of him, or, well-pleaſing to hin, 
( ddgight dile Ever), We leſs mind the pleaſing our ſelves 
than him. We are indifferent to Life or Death, being in 
the Body or out of it, in compariſon of that. His plea- 
ſure is more to us than either. Here the higheſt Fortitude 
yields and ſfabmits it ſelf : Otherwiſe, and for his own part, 
and as to what concern'd his own inclination ſ#ngly, and in, 
the divided enſe, the Apoſtle to his confidence doth © * 
- '21y,- add complacency.  'We are better pleaſed, ('4315- 
pv Nov ) This is a diſtin@& thing, (a valiant Man will 
venture upon wounds and death, but is not pleaſed with 
them? bar in reference to ſo excellent an ObjeR,' and Oc- 
cafion,| they muſt mingle, and the latter runs into-the for- 
mer. We are willing rather (as we read it) to be abſent 
from the Body, an —_—_ the Lord. The oak 
Foe 4 2 W 
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P/2. 16. 


which we read willing, (ignifies to approve, or like well, not 


a meerly judiciow, but complacential approbation.: The. 


word, whence comes the 4/Srls often: aſcribd to God in 
Scripture 3 which. ſignifies the high ſatisfation he takes in 
all his Purpoſes and Determinations. The 4/Ivxla 6:\yulg- 
Epbeſ. 1. 5. is certainly no tatology, but ſpeaks how per- 
featly an plealingly he agrees,. and ( as it were); ——_— 
with himſelf in a | 

ther, ſays the Apoſtle, is our 43a, the thing that would: 
pleaſe us beſt, and wherein. we ſhould moſt highly ſatisfy. 
our ſelves. It. would mot be the matter of our ſubwiſſion. 
only, or whereto-we could: yield, when we cannot help it, 
but of our higheſt joy ard pleaſure, According as we find. 
it was with the Pſalmiſt 7» th fone caſe, (which though it 
had a further meaning, in. reference. ta Chriſt, had a..true. 
meaning as to himſelf alſo) 3 Therefore my Heart is gladry. 
Glory rejoyces, my Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in boye. For thou wilt: 
not Jeave my Soul in ( Sheol) the ſtate of the Deadnor Jaffe 
thy Holy Oze to ſee.Corruption, but wilt ſhew me the Path. of 


Life ; and-no matter though it lie through, the dark ſhady. 


Vale: It leads however 1gto-that bleſſed preſence. of thine- 


(the ſame 'with. that 1n the Text). where zs_fulneſs of: jay z. 
411d. unto that right hand (that high .and es 2 


on) where are pleaſures for ever-more. 


th theſe, the. Apoltle's carrage and. fortitude, and: his, 


complacency or well glean have expreſs reference to the 
_— OF O þ Aye, "o 
one reſpects it as a formidable (but. ſuperable.) Evil ; The 
Qther as a deſirable and moSt deleFable Pow py 

But, both have reference. to it in its concomitancy,. or. 
tendency, viz. as abſence. from the Body ſhould be accom- 


panicd, (or, be immediately followed , with being. preſent. 


with the Lord. 
The 


that ever-he had reſolv'd on. - This ra». 


being abſent. from the Body. . The. 
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. The ſence therefore of the whole: Verſe, ' may be firly 
expreſt thus 2. || * ; 10"? | | 


That it is the genuine temper of Holy Souls, not only to ver 
tare, with confidence, upon the flate of abſence, or ſe» 
paration' from the Body, but to chuſe it with great coms- 
Meng ane clade, that they may be preſent with 


Body] we are not here to underſtand jo generally as if he 
affeted, or. counted upon a perpetual-final ſtate of ſepa- 
ration from any 'Budy at all. ' Nos the temper of his Spirit 
had nothing. in-it ſo undutiful, or unnatural:; no ſuch re- 
luQation,or diſpoſition to contend, againſt the common Lot 
of Man, the'Law of humane Nature, and the comely Or- 
der which the Author of our Beings, and of all Nature, 
hath ſerled in the Univerſe. That, whereas ore'\ſort of . 
Creatures, that have life, ſhould be wholly confin'd to terre- 
ſtrial Bodies; Arother,quite exempy from them 3 Ours ſhould * 
be a middle Nature, between the - Angelical-and the * Brutal. 
So as we ſhould, with the former, partakeof intelleQual.,im- 
mortal Spirit z and-a-mortal Body made up, and organiz'd 
of earthly Materials, with the latter. Which yet, we might 
alſo Gepoll, and reaſſume, changed and- refined from ter- 
rene droſs. The Apoſtle's temper hath-ir it nothing of 
Rebellion, or Regret,. againſt this moſtapt-and congruous: 
Order and.Conſtitution. He had no impatient proud re- 
ſentment of. that gradual debaſement and-mferiarity; that, 
in this reſpe&twe are made a little lower than the | 
When Porphyry tells us,. in the Life of Plotinus, that he 
- bluſh'd a often as he thought of his being a Body 3. It ws 


enough to. his; Notion, of .the pre- 
the Soul ; 2, e, If. it were true, that the-- original ſtate of: 
humane Spirits, was the ſame with that, of. Angels,: (which 


» 
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Ver. 2. \ tw "peer te 


This 6 ts 'no fit ſeaſon to diſpute againſt ) and that 'by their 
own fault, ſome way or other, they-lapſed and-flid dowh 
into- groſſer matter, and were caughtinto vital union with 


it, -there was- juſt cauſe of ſhame mieed. * Apuleis's tranſ- 


formation (which many of you know what it means) if 


it had been real, was not. more ignominious. 

But-it appears, the:Apoſile afteted not a ſtate wherein 
'he ſhould be ſimply naked, or unclothed of any Body at all ; 
for he longs to be clothed xpor with his evinls Houſe, 
Verſ. 2. 

And whereas 'he tells us,” Verl. 4. That which he groaned 
for, | was not to be wnclothed, but clothed -upor : That being 

.exclathed, doth not mean the a, but the ſtate, 3. e. that 
he did not covet or afpire to a perpetual final ftate, of be- 
ing or without any Body at all. For ſo he ſpeaks, 
_ T_T (as we' read) that beiug clothed, we ſhall 
nt be fd zaked,' The' Particle 64, admits to be read, 

Iv as much as, 5 key and fo' the 24 and 3d 

#his, 4. e. For this, viz. 
- for this cauſe, as i often ſignifies - uproar (not in this 
Houſe Thro wd tk will oe apr) -e groen e Y, 
defiring to be clothed upon with our Hoſe which 3s from 
v6x;'1.'e. af Heaven, or fitable to" Heaven, Ge denotes 
here, 'as © the Matter whereof a thing is formed and 
made.) a"Body made up of an heavenly material ; Or, 
{which is all-one) an-carthly Body and transfor- 
med/inco'; ſich a'One. ' And then he ſubjoins the reaſon why 
even is and = ne _— only m 
current to have, 'not'we at all, bat onl 
not * ſach & Body, i witheods Rives Us ai be he 
bite, and commodious, and firter for the nfes of a glorified 
Soul; whict hath its own' more inward clothing peculiar 
» ir fell} n-'veſpeb? wheredf that of Jich 4 Body would 
ig) | »6he; 'a/ ſuperinveſditere, © as' the ' word 
ett? 


Ee 


im doen Ons imports) his deſire is_thus-limired and modi- 


fied for this reaſon. I 4s much as, being thus clothed, 'we'Verſ. 3. 


ſhall not be found naked, or without any Body at all; 
which the Law of our Creation admits us riot to affet, or 
aſpire unto. -- And therefore in qualifying our deſire thus, 
we ſhall contain..our felves within our own bounds, and 
not offer at any thing-whereof humanity is, by the Crea- 


tor's pleaſure, and conſtitution. uncapable. Therefore he Yerſ. 4- 


inculcates the ſame _—_— again 5 We n not to be 
unclothed, but only to be clothed upon : Where that u- 
clothed. (the thing he deſired not) muſt fignify the tate, 
and not the «#7 oxy, 'is evident 4 ity thag bernyg clotbed- (the 
thing which he did defire) muſt plainly. be ſg utiderſtood. For 
was it'only anentrance into Glory he defired, and not con- 
tingance in a gloritied ſtare ? Nor can this being unclothed; 
(much 1eÞ) refer ar ax 4# to the t clothing of chis 
carthly 'Body, /as if it- were - our diveſted of that 
which he iritended'in this 48h Verſ, as the thing he defired” 
not, for ther the 4#h Verſe would contradict this 9fh, where 
he tells us he did defire it, The meaning then is, that he 
did not defire- to be exempted” from wearinga Body 3 or- 
to be without any at all, He did only covet to-be abſent: 
from this Bids (groſs and terrene as now it was)+ that he- 
might be t with.the Lord, with which he found be-- 
ing i» ſuch a Bedy, and in the ſeveral accompanying Cir- 
otmſtances of rhis bodily late, to be inconſiſtent. 

- Wherefore it was 4 terreſtrial Body, (the earthly Houſe- 
'of this-Tabernacle, as 'tis'Verſ. 1.) whichi he wasnow bet>- 
ter pleaſed to quit npon this account. | 

And,.I fay,.it is the gervwive. temper” of an+holy Soul: 
to be like-minded, not their conſtant, - explicite, difterni- 
ble ſenſe. We muſt allow for Accidents, (as we ſhall note” 
afterwards) bunt when they are themſelves, and in their right- 
mind ; and ſo faras the holy divine Lite doth prevail in-- 
them, this is their Temper. Andi 


pA 
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- And now that I may'more fully open this Matter to 
. you, hall, | | 


I. Endeavour to unfold, ſomewhat more diftin&ly, 
the ſtate of the Caſe, in reference whereto, good 
and holy Souls are-thus affected. 

2ly, Shall ſhew-you what is therr true and genrine tem- 
per, or how-it is that they ſtand affeted, in re- 
ference to that caſc. | | 

3ly, Shall diſcover how agreeable this temper is to the 
general frame and-complexion of an Holy Soul.- - 

And-then-make ſuch refleftions upon the whole, as 
may be more eſpecially uſeful to our ſelves. 


1. Weareto take, as much as we can, a diſtin& view 
and ſtate of the caſe. Weſſee the Apoſtle ſpeaks by way of 
compariſon, {Sts wanev, we are willing rather. We, 
are _ therefore ' to conſider. ' (that we. may comprehend 
clearly the true ſtate of this Caſe) what the things are 
which he compares. - And between which his mind might 
be.ſuppoſed, as it were, to have been before (at leaſt in. 
order of. Nature before) 'in ſome ſuſpence, till at laſt'it- 
come.ſo complacentially to incline, and be determined this 
one way. Take the account of the whole Caſe- in' theſe 


rs. 4 
1/7, There are here two principal terms between which 
the motion and. inclination of ſuch a Mind lies, from the 
One to.the Other. - | od 
. The Lord, and The Body. | 
; Both do as 'it were attrait and draw (or are apt to 
do,). two, ſeveral ways. The Lord: ſtrongly draws or the 
one hand, and the Body hangs on; and' holds, and draws in 
as ſtrongly to it {elf as it-can, 9#-the other. 


The 
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with it. 

And-that ſhows 'how'we are to underſtand. being preſent 
with the-Lord too 3 notby a meer local preſence, but. of mere 
intimate vital union and commerce. Where, as inthe union 
between the Soul and Body, the mare/exceilent eommuni- 
cates Life, the other receives itz ſo it muſt be here. 

Thoughow, The :Lord is preſent, tins, in ſome mea- 
ſure, ( which this attration'fi ).3 Yet, ſpeaking coov- 

atively, that is ce, in reſpe& of what we 


There is no greater myſtery in Nature, than-the union 
between- the Soul. and! Bedy. That a Mind and' Spirit 
ſhould: be ſo-vy'dand-link'd-withia clad of Gley 3 that; while 
that remains in a'due temper, it cannot by any'Artor 
Power free it ſelf! It can'by an a&of-the ve an 
hand, - or foot, or thewhole Body, but cannotmove frow 
#-0ge'inch. If it move hither and thither, or by.a leap 
upward, do-aſcend-a little, che Body ſtillfollows it can- 
not ſhake or throw it off. We cannot teky owr ſelves aut 3 
By any allowable means we cannot 3 nor by any at. all, 
(that are at leaſt within meer bnman- Dear) 6 as 
the laſts. While:that remains, we cannot go-z 
if that fail, we cannot fiay, thoughthere-be.{o many open 
Aerts, Coveltnee ſuppoſe any material baunds-to hem 
m, -or a/Spirit) wwe cannot .go- awt:or. at 
fare. A deeb ing} and I wonder we Ew 
wonder at our own make and frame inthis.relj That 
we do not, with reverent ſubmiſſive .diſceen 
and confels, how dgrweercomnined and exrpanunkg 
our 
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6ur wiſe and great. Creator 3 that we not only cannot un- 
do his:Work upon-us, ..in this ref; but that we-cannot 
ſo'much as underſtand it. What ſo much a-kin are a Mind, 
anda piece of Earth,'a Clod, anda Thought, that they 
fhould be thus afftix'd'to one another ? or that there ſhould 
be ſuch a'thing in Nature. as thinking Clay ! | 
Brit hereupon, what OE) ACA Body upon the 
Soul and Spirit! -In'the natural Onion 13 grounded a moral - 
One; of ove and affeftion. Which {on the Soul's. part) . 
draws and binds it down with mighty efficacy. Mr: 
Again, How myſterious and ineffable is the Ujon of 
the Lord, and the Soul; and how more highly venerable, 
as this is a Sacred Myſtery ! And who would not admire 
at their proud diſdainful folly, - that while they cannot ex- 
plain the Union between the Soul and *Body, are ready to 
jeer at #heir' juſt, . bumble, and modeſt Ignorance, that call 
this other's Myitical Union 2 Or, becauſe they know not 
what'to-make:of ir, 'would make nothing, and will/ not * 
_ allowthere ſhould be any ſach thing, ' or would have it be 
nextto nothing. Have thoſe words no ſenſe belonging 
to them, or-not a great ſenſe, 1 Cor. 6. 17. But he. that is 
Joined unto the Lord, 'is one Spirit ? "And, upon, this ſuper- 
natural Union alfo' (be'it what 3t will), methinks the 
_ and drawing Power of Love. ſhould not be 
2ly, We maſt conceive in our-Mimds, as diſtinQly as we 
can, the peculiar Adjunds of. each of theſe wore principal 

Terms, 3. e; Qn the part of the Body :(/firf) we are to con- 
ſider a fenſible, a groſly corporeal World, to which. this 
"Body doth connaturalize us 3 and - whereto we are attem- 
eva by our being in the and living this bodily 
ife. This "Body, while we live in it, is the terminas wri- © 
ens, the medium, the unitive Bond: between. us and it.. -In 

this World we' find our ſelves encompaſgd  withi Qbjeds 
" ; that 
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that are ſutable, grateful; and entertaining to our bodily 
Senſes, and the , voor Principles, Perceptions, and Ap- 
m.: that belong to the bodily Life. ' And theſe things 
myliarize and: hab oncee us to this World, and make us, /as 
it were, One with it. There is, particularly, a bodily Peo- 
ple, as is intimated 4n the Text, that we'are aflocnted with 
by our being in the Body. - The words indy liortt and GatdV- 
RR in this Verſe, ( and the ſame are; uſed Yerſ. the 6th 
and gth) hgnify there is fach- a People of which we are, 
and from we would be diflociated 3 wHub- is ivr; 
 incola, - or indigena, anTnhabitant, 'or- Native among this 
or that People, as UuNuQ- Is peregrinus, one that lives a= 
broad and is ſevered from the .People he belonged! unto. 
The Apoltle conliders himſelf, whilein the'/Bedy,: as krving 
amotig' ſuch a ſort of People as dwell in” Bodies; a like ſort 
of Pec peo to himſelf.” And would be, no longer, a home- 
hee th theſe, but travel away from them, to Jour 
and be a dweller with another People. 

For alſo,on the other hand he confiders,with the Lord, an 
inviſible World; where. he refides, and an i»corporeal People 
_ prelides over. So that the caſe here i goon we willing co 

kd fom hi badly fre of Þ and people 
hl t #ncorporeal fort, the community of 
Spirits ? 

3ly, Itis further to be confidered 1n this caſe, that weare 
related both ways 5 related to the "Body, and related. to the 
Lord; to the one ' People, and .the-other ; the one claims an 
Intereſt -in us, and: ſo. doth ++he: other. We have + Srvour 
earthly Alliances, "tis true 3 and\\we have: man | 
" are related to both Worlds, and have An yg lying 1 7h 

h. 


. And now what mighty leadings might the Caſe admit, 


Were the Bod 
capable of pleading for it ſelf :: To this clic multbepea 
2 


} 


the8out:; < bam why | Twas made and-form's for 
«hee; and (fomeway 3: by : thee. Thou haſt, fo long, 
* zrhabiret and del wititens, andinme. Thou art wy 


«Soo; my: Life, my Srrength; of thou be abjen7, Iam a 
Care, and ll ro dire And thou' wil be a mained 


By ns bpm whole fel. But —— _— 
> rg Nature it ſelf, 
mg 1 he in" Cs | 

And agin's potently might the Lord 
plead © his having the See! meer clo) united, and in- 
eicately converſige with bimſclt | wm tom hr a 


«Soul T have loved and choſen 3. which were tome, 
«and forwhich Eoftered owniSoul. ' I rw wideod 
« thee in. thy low 'and. Seate, faid to thee in 


« Blood, Livs, here infjieed thee mit ant heavenly, ſacred, 
« divine Life," the'Root, and feminal Principle of a per- 
«ef, glorious, crernab Life. Let this Body drop, which 
< hath been long thy burden! levic fall and die, it matters 
«not? Yetiſinoe thou loveſt it, I will xeſtoreit thee again, 

} like mine own. I amthe ReſurreFion 
« end the Life ; be that: believeth in me, though be were dead, 
& Sow; Joker 21. 25- Nover- fear to venture 


oy lf wh as, kv commit th "Bajo wy af 


dan all-the ' wilt be, Which alledges the 
more confiderable hs > and the-matter will be eſtimated 
mms 1am 


hate 
= wr tre ov L am well where Lam, ju? yr” 


TOTP T  T_ mY 
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among 


and Children, Brothers and Sifters, all: dwelling in Bo- 
Hies alike, cohabiting, eating and inking day, and: 
converting together. Theſe are great and ſenfible en- 
dearments, by which the minds of: Men become as it 
__ Ny —_— one another. How are Men's. 

irits fixed to their own Countries !  !'(eſcio qui netake 
Solum dulcedine——"Tis by an anexpreſitble eh 5s and 


ſweetneſs, that the People of one Country are as it were: —. 


hakt and held together. 
But. would not an heavenly, 'wew-borw Soul ſay, No 5; 
this is none of my Country, I ſeek « better, and am: 
here but a Pilgrim and Stranger ; This is none 
People & $0 it was with Abrabazs, Iſaae, and #n 4 
that converſed in the earthly Canaan, but as in 4 e 
Comntry 5 their mind being+ gone, towards that: other, 
which they fought. And accordingly you find it faid of 
each of them--in their: Story, when they quite left this. 
World: (as-alſo of Moſes and Aaron afterwards) -that 
they were gathered to their People. A mg that were- 
more their own. And: ſurely, as God (who wes not: ar 
to be caled'their' God ): 1s not the God of the Dead,. 
but of the Living 5 We- underſtand” this was not #he 
Congregation of the. Dead.to. which. thele. were gntheoes,, 
OTACT: 


mm. 
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Heb.11-1: 


5; otherwiſe than in'a-low, relative ſenſe, 6s to #7 only, and 


our. World. Holy Men, as they die out 'of one World, 
are born ud ens, 24 to aſſociate with them*that dwell 
in cans be:join'd to a glorious community 'aboye, 
the Aſſembly, the innumerable company of Angels, 


and the Sprrits of juſt Men made perfe®. Where all love, 


and adore, praiſe and triumph together. . | 
.  .q#hly, It 1s again.tobe-taken in to the ſtate of this caſe, 
that we have, -one.way or other, aFua! preſent Notices of 
both the States; 'which-both ſorts -of ObjeRs, that ſtand 
in this competition, belong unto. Of the ove by ſenſe, 
and experience. We ſo know what it is to live in the 
Body, and ina ſenſible World, and among a corporeal 
People, Of the-other by Faith, by believing as we are told, 
by-.one that,we are(ſurecan havenodelign,or inclination 
todeceiveus. There' are avavy Manſions (faith he) in 
uy Father's Houſe, as good Accommodations, as ſuitable 
Society, (and ſufficiently numerous which the wary 

Manſions implies) to be ſure, as any you have met with 

here. Faith is,- 182 this caſe, to ſerve us inſtead of Fjes. 

It is the fob of things hoped for, the evidence of the 
things not ſeen. As we have the Notion of a Country 
where we have not-been, by the deſcription ef a Perſon 

whom we can truſt, and that, we think, intends not to 
abuſe us by Forgeries,. and falſe Repreſentations. In re- 
Ferexce to this Country, we walk and guide our ſelyes by 
Jght in our Converſes and Afairs wherein we have 
to do with it 3 As to that other, by Faith, -( as ver. 7. 

tis. imphed.) | 
5#þly, Yet turther it is to be conſidered, that this Body, 
and. this pezfant. bodily People, and: World, have the pre» 
ſent poſſeſſion of us. And though the ſpiritualiz'd Mind 
do, as. it were, ſtep forth, and- place it ſelf moto") 
; 1b b, 


"ls. 
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both, when. it is to make its choice 3 yet.the Objects of the 
one ſort are much nearer ; the other are tar.diſtant, -and 
much more remote. 
6tbly, That. it ,cannot but be apprehended, that tho 
the ore ſort of things hath the faſter hold: 5x the other. ſort 
are things of greater valine. _ The one bath the more entire - 
preſent poſſe/ſzor of us 3. the other, the better. right. 


Thus we ſe the Caſe ſtated. 


FI. We are next toſhew, What the temper is of as holy 
Soul, (3. e. its proper and moſt genuine temper) [iu refe- 
rence to this oped ſtate of the taſe. We are willing ra- 
ther, lp have 8 m- co - —_——_ tobe wr- - 

ed from the Body, and this bodily ſort of People, and 
my peopled with the Lord, and that: fort, of .incorporeal 
re Wall He ſpecks compertions, © the caſe requires 
per World, He ſpeaks comparatively, as E Ires. 
And _—_ - ey" np founded on ſomewhat ab- 
ſolute, Therefore a fimple diſpoſition ways, is fap- 
poſed. | Whence then, | "r: 


1/, This Temper is not to deſpiſe, and hate the * Body: 
d imports no diſdainful averſion to it 3 or to this preſert 
tate. 


2y, Nor is it an impetzowe precipitant tendency towards 

the Lord, impatient of delay, mutinous againſt the di- 

vine diſpofal ; os that declines preſent duty, and catches 

at the pegEtov, the: Crown and. Prize, - before the pre- 

ſcribed race be. run- out. An holy. Man is at 

once dutiful and wiſe. As 4 Servant, he refuſes _ 
Z 


4 


_AFanera uneral Sermon, 


thr Okla of -- end 46.4 Wilt embraces the 


But-it is confederate, the effe& of much foregoing 
Fe. 6 fs he perſpe&ion of the caſe 3 


63%re, VerC Verſ.:6. knowing, or conſidering, that while we 


are at hone in #he Batly, we are abſent frow the Lord, 
This choice is not made blindly, and.in the dark. 


determinate and full, being made up & 
of Fortes ide and Complacency, as was ai 


The one + abr with the .ovil, of being ſever 
waders. of The entertains the ood 
72 Tord. re this is: aſe of © 
] tm re 9. 4, * I do indeed love 
and oommir as Oy nymrehy on. pwn 
- yr rv ra ooy 7 
wha. but eonfidering "it in 
Bf Loos, in-comparidh 
hat m nN 
with the Lord? What is Death to me as an 
_ Ok je# of Fear, in compariſon of: abſent from 
« he Lord? Which is a Death many thouſand times 
< more deadly than the other. 


NI. The agreeableneſs of this temper to the enerat 
frame and complexion of an holy Soul as ſuch. Which 
will appear, 'if we conſider, 


"Et 2mangn eee 


ousPetſon/from yo Man, 


aly, The 
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2ly, The more eminent Principles in particular that are 
conſtituent of it, and do, as it were, com- 


poſe and make it up. 


1; The general frame of an. Holy Soul as ſuch, is #e- 


tral to it : Tis not an artificial thing,a piece of Mecha- 
niſm, a lifeleſs Engine ;- nor- a ſuperficial, an external 
Form, an evanid- Impreſſion. Ir is the effeqtiof « Cree- 
fjor, (as Scripture often ſpeaks) by which the Har be- 
comes a mew Creature, and hath a Nature peculiar to hing, 
as other Creatures have : Or of Regeneration, by which 
he is aid to be born anew. Which forms of $ 
whatever they have of differept lignification, do agree 
in this, that they ſignify a certain Nature to be the thing 
roduc'd. This Nature is faid to be Diz#ze, 2 Pet. 1.4. 
ſomewhat born of God, as it is expreſt x Fob» 5. 4. and 
in many places more. And.it is an #»telleZualNature, or 


the reſtored Redtitude of ſuch a Being. Now who + 


can think but what is ſo peculiarly from God, a touch 
and impreſs from him, upon an intelligent -Subje&, 
ſhould, with deſign, choice and complacency, tend to 
him, and make the Soul do fb ? | Eſpecially, 'wherrit is 
ſo purpoſely defign'd for Remedy of the: Apoſtacy, 
wherein Men are revolted and gone off from him 2 Will 
he ſuffer himſelf to be defeated ina Deſign, upon which 
he is ſoinduſtriouſly intent > Or is it ſappoſable the All» 
wiſe God ſhould ſo miſtake himſelf, as'to''do' ſach a 
Work upon the Spirit of Man, or /et purpoſe far an 
End, which it is no way apt to ſerve? Yea, and when 
he now takes him in hand a ſecond time 2 Nor car it be, 
but this' Impreſſion of God, upon: 'the .Soul, mu(t-have 
principal reference - to our . final State: : Itiis a kind 'of 

* => Nature, 
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* « Nature, and muſt therefore tend to what is awoſt perfec? 


inits own kind.  » 
.. But we-need not. reaſon in a Matter, wherein the 
Word of Got fo plainly. wakolds the ſcope, and the ſuc- 
ceſs of this his own Work. *By it we are faid to be a- 
hive to Ged through Feſws Chriſi, Rom. 6.11. To turn, 
and move, and att towards bim, as many. Scriptures 
ſpeak. » And towards him, 5. he is moſt perfedly: to 
be ſerued aud enjojed in the moſt perfef ſtate of ay 

We are faid to be begotten again [, 70/4 bvely hope |] 
1 *Pet. x. 3. (Where Hope is taken objet#ively, as the fol- 
ng wards ſhew ) to an Irheritance jncorruptible, un- 
and thet fadetb not away, reſerved in Heaven for 
the dah Ribemferſ, i bow of bom, 1 John 5, a 

s is of bim, x john 2. #lt. 

There is immediately ſubjoined, Chep. 3. 1, 2. adeferi 
tion .of the future Blefledneſs 3 whereto 'tis preſently 
added, Verſ. 3. ted every Man that bath this : Hope in 
hin, purifyeth himſelf, even os be is pure. lImplying the 
Flope of that. bleiled ſtate to be cornate, 5 « fn 
Pital Prizciple of the new and divine Nature, And all 
Hope, we know, involves. defire in it. ' Which is bere 
wtrnated to/be fo powerful and: prevailing, as to. ſhape 
and form a Man's whole courſe to an a CENQUT : 
Which 3 could not do, if Hope were not fuperadded 
to Deſire ; for no-Man purſues an end whereof he de- 


 fpaivs | And what df is living Religion, but a tenden- 
©y to Bleſlednefs?  feeking Howenr, Glory, and. In 
mertality, by a ' patient continuance in well-doing, Rom. 


2:3. 
Nor need we look further than this Context. for evir 


gcnce, that this drevre Jaopreſſicx upon the Soul hath this 


the. 


« 


” 
n 


refarexce. For when, Ferſ. 4. the Apolile had avow'd ſ 


-_ 
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the fervor of his deſire after that ſtate wherein Mortality 

be ſwallowed up of Life, he immediately adds, 
Verſ. 5. Now he 'that hath wrought ws to this ſelf-ſame 
thing, is God, &c. And indeed, after- that transfornting © 
touch, the great Buſineſs of ſuch a Soul in this World, 1s 
but a drefling it ſelf for the Divine Prefence, a prepa- 
ration for that ſtate, whereiz we are for ever to be with 
the Lord. And 'tis not only an incorgruity, but an in- 
con cy 3 not only that which is not fit, not yoll;- 
ny Man ſhould ever deſign that as his end, oe 
he cares not ever to attain 5 or ht for his leſt end,which 
he doth not ſapreaavly deſire. | 


2/3, If we conſider perticwar Principles that belong 
to this holy divine Nature 5 the more noble and enm- 


nent 
* Faith 
ane and - 
'Love, 
The & 1s the tive, viſe Princi © The 
cher ale nate,; 0:6 ates. Aud ee, NR 


Here ſome confideration; ſhould be had of Objedionr, 
that ſome may be apt to make ufe of, to ſhift off the 
urgency of this Truth, and excuſe the unfutable rent 
per of their Spirits to it. 


D 2 1. That 
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7. That they are unaſſured about their ſtates God- 
ward.z and how can-they be willing to die, and be ab- 
ſent from the "Body; or not be afraid of the Lord's 
Preſence,” whom they may, for ought they know, find 
Q. angry vindiive Judg, - when they appear before 

im ? 


Anſw. This, which is the moſt conſiderable Obje&i- 
on that the Matter admits of, if it were direttly pointed 
againſt this Truth, as it hath been laid down, would an- 
ſwer it ſelf For it is not dying ſimply, that is the Ob- 
je of this Inclination, but dying conjun#ly with being 
with the Lord, in his bleſſed joyous Preſence. Do not 
therefore divide the Obje&, and that ObjeQion is no 
Obje&tion. You are unwilling to die, and be baniſh'd 
the Divine Preſence ; But are you unwilling to die and en- 
Joy it £ Or, upon ſuppoſition-you fowld,. are you wil- 
ling ? This is all that we make Charaderiflical, and di- 
ſtinguiſhing. Where there is only an averſion to leave 
this bodily Life and State, por 4 fear we ſhall not be 
admitted into- that bleſſed Preſence 3 there is only an 
accidental Obſtrudion to the more explicite, diſtin, and 
diſcernable exertions of deſire this way 3 which Obſtru- 
Qion, if it be removed, the Soul would then follow the 
courſe which the Divine and Holy Principle in it doth 
naturally incline to. But the mortal Token is, when 
there is no ſuch doubt 5 and yet there is ſtill a pre- 
vailing averſion; when Men make no Queſtion, if they 
die they ſhall go to God 3 and yet they are not willing 


to go. In the former Caſe, there is a ſupream deſire of 


being with God, only ſuſpended 5, take off that Sufpen- 
fion, and that deſire runs its "natural courle, huh 
- | | other 


*, 
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other Caſe, there is #0 deſire at all, And the difference is, 
as between a /iving Mn that would fain go to ſuch a 
place, but he 1she/d, and therefore goes not 3 And one 
that is not held, but is dead, and cannot ſtir at all. For 
the Life of the Soul towards God is Love ; Averſion 
therefore is (not an abſolute, but) reſpe#ive Death, or 
quoad hoc, a Death towards him ; or, as to this thing, 
viz. being with him. 


2. As for the ObjeFion of being more ſerviceable to 
Children, Friends, Relations, or the Glory of God in 
the World, and:his Church m it. Upon which laſt ac-- 
count this Apoſtle, (Phil. 1. 22, 23, 24.) though he 
expreſs a defire to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt ; yet 
ir in a ſtrait, and ſeems alſo very well pleaſed to abide i 
the fleſb'a longer time. He can himfelf beſt judg of our 
ſerviceablenels. The- meaning is not, that we ſhould be 


willing to leave the Body before he would have ws,but that. 


we (hould not be unwilling ther. | 

And becauſe we know not when his time will ' be, 
and it may be preſently for ought we know 3; . we ſhould- 
be always willing and deſirous, upon that ſuppoſition... 
Oar deſire herein ſhould not be abſolute, and perempto- 
ry, but- ſubordinate, and apt: to be determined by his 
Will ; which can determine nothing but what will be 


moſt for his own Glory, and for their beſt good who- 


belong to him. 

But as to this Inſtance of the- Apoſile, we muſt confi- 
der what there was peculiar in the Apoſtle's Caſe, and 
what is common, or-ought to be,. to alt ſerious Chriſti- 


ans. There is no doubt there was #his more peculiar to- 
him, (and to Perſons in ſuch a capacity and ſtation as- 


\ his was) vis. Av be was an Huſtle, he was one _— 
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ſeen the Lord, which was a qualification for the more 


ſpecial Work of that Office. Whereupon he was as ax 
Eye-witneſ5, to teſtify of his RefurreGJion ; upon which 
ſo great a ſtreſs lay, in afferting the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and in propagating it with the greater 
aſſurance in the World. To teſtify 4s «x Apoſile,therefore, 
could nat be dane by ane of a following Age. And 'tis 
very probable, when he expreſſes to the Phzlippiany, 
verſ: 25, his Knowledg he ſhould abide and continue yet 
longer with theme all, i. e. with the Chriſtian Church in 
the World, (for we cannot ſuppoſe he was to continue 
at Philipp ) for the furtherence of the common Cauſe of 
the Chriſtian Faith, which was their commor Foy, ( and 
which would no doubt be increafed intenfively and 
extenſively at once); He had (ome ſecret intimation 
that all his Work in this kind ws noe yet over. Nor 
were fach Monitions and Ad+errifements wnfrequent 
with the ApolHles, that ſpecially related to the Circum- 
ſtances of their Work. Aud {o earirely was he devoted 
ta the Chriſtians Intereſt, chat where he ſaw he might 
be & peculiarly ſerviceable to it, he expreſſes a wel- 
vm He be fo,” as well as a confidence that he ſhould. 


P | 
As we. alt ought to doyn reference ro any ſuch ſignifica- 
tians of the Divine Will concerning us, if they were 
afforded torus. 

Bat as to-what there is in this Inſtance, that is commune 
and iwitable to the generality of Chriſtians, | it is no 
other than what we preſs from the Text we- have in 
band : A alefine to depart, ard. be with Chriſt, os that 
which is far beitey for us 5, fabmitted to the: regulation of 
the Divine Will, as ta the time of our departure, and 
accompamed with a chearful willingneſs to ferve bim 
heve,.-ta our uttermoſt, in the mean ume; | 
But 
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, fo have, þ roewoy little aſe to nog tg can 
(#) greater ce, Or g/orif} him more , than 
«bove. There is indeed other Service to be done below, 
which is meceſſary is its own kind, and muſt (and ſhall) 
be done by ſome or other, But is our Service fit, it 
point of excellency, and value, to be compated with 
that of glorified Spirits in the upper Regions? We 
ſerve God by doing his Will, vvhich 1s (ſure) moſt per- 
fectly done above. And our glorifging him, is to acknow- 
ledg and adore his glorious Excellencies. Not to add 
the Glory to him which he hath uot, but to celebrate 
and magnify that which he hath : Whereof certainly 
- large minds of glorified Creatures are far more ca- 
le. ; 

, He never needs Hands for any Work he hath to do, 
but can form Inſtruments as he pleaſes. And what is 
our little point of Earth, or any ſervice that can be pet- 
- formed by us here, in compariſon of the ſpacious Hea- 
wexz, and the noble Employments of thoſe glorious Or- 
ders of Creatures above, which all bear their parts in 
the great Afﬀairs of the vaſt and widely extended Hea- 
venly Kingdom ? We might as well ſuppole, that, be- 
cauſe there is in a Prince's Family, employment below- 
ſtairs for Cooks and Butlers, or ſuch-like Underlings, 
that therefore their ſervice is more conliderable, than that. 
of great Officers, and Miniſters of State. - 


3. And for what may be thought by ſome, rhae this. 
ems an rnnaturel Inclination: We thuſt underſtand: 
what we fay, and what aur own Nature. is, when we talk. 
of what is rataral, or unnatural! to us. Ours is 4 comp- 
pounded Nature. That is not ſimply armmaturel that is COnr. 
tary to-an inferior Nature, and) agreeable 10 4 "on. 
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The moſt deeply fundamental Law of the -intelleQual 
Nature in us, was to be moſt addicted to the ſupream 
Good. - The Apoſtacy' of this World from God, and 
its lapſe into Carnality, is its moſt unnatural ſiate, To 
have an inclination to the Body is natural z but to be 
more addicted fo zf, than to God, is moſt contrary to 
the ſincere diftates of original pure and primitive Na- 
ture. 


There are now (for our »/e) many things to be in- 
ferred. 


I. We ſee here, from the immediate connexion - be- 
tween being abſent from the Body, and preſent with the 
Lord, there is no place for the intervening ſleep of the 
ſeparate Soul. Can ſuch a preſence with the Lord, as 
is here meant, conſiſt with ſleeping 2 Or is ſleeping more 
defirable than the converſe with him our preſent ſtate 
admits ? But of this much is ſaid elſewhere. 


21y, Death'is not ſo formidable a thing as we com- 
monly fanfie. We are confident and willing rather. There 
is a Fortitude that can oppoſe the terrors of Death, 
and overcome. How many have we known die tri- 
umphing! 


3ly, We ſee that Men of Spiritual Minds have ano- 
ther Notion of that which we call Self, or Perſonality, 
than is vulgar and common. For who are the [| We? 
that ſpeak of being abſent from the Body, and preſent 
wuh' the Lord 2 The Body ſeems excluded that Notion 
which we know cannot be abſent from it ſelf, How like 
in 


| 
| | 
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in ſound is this to Animmus cuj i quiſque £ Or, That 
the Soul is the Mun ? 1 ann pr K:54ry drive this ſo 
bigh as ſome *Platonifts are wont to do, as'if the Man 
were #othing elſe but a Soul ( ſometimes) uſing a Body. 
Nor do therefore think the Body is no more to him, than 
our Clothes to the Body, becauſe the Apoſtle in this con- 
text uſes that ſcxvilitude. For that is not to be conceived 
otherwiſe than {as is, uſual in ſuch illuſtrations) with 
diſſumilitude. A vital Union muſt be acknowledged ; 
Only neither is it agreeable with their ſelf debafing 
thoughts, that ſeem to make the Body the more conſide- 
rable part of themſelves, that meaſure good and evil by 
it, as if what were grateful to the Body were ſimply 
good for them ;, and that which offends the Body ſimply 
evil; that ſpeak or think of themſelves, as if they were 
all Body, torget that there is belonging to them an 


5 Vow «r0pon ©», as well as an 0 (4208 an zmmer Max, and- an 2 Cor.4. 16, 


outer. That the /atter may be decaying when the other 
is renew'd day by day. That the Father of our Spirits 
may often ſee cauſe to let our fleſh ſuffer, (and, at laſt, 
periſh) for the advantage of our Spirits, Heb. 12. 9, 10. 
(So diſtin are their Intereſts and Gratifications, and 
ſometimes inconſiſtent )> When Men make therefore 
this bodily, brutal Self their Center and End, how ſor- 
did and unchriſtian is their temper | And how reprove- 


able by ſome more noble-minded *Pager: that had better 


learn'd the Precept, in ted by ſome of them, of re- 


verencing themſelves. Of whom we find one * ſpeaking , Epig. 


with a ſort. of diſdain z \ Js Body, 1? Another fay- 


ing, He might be &z#d and not Eurt;, and upbraiding to _ _ 


his Friends their ignorance, when they enquired how 
he would be buried. © As if he could be buried, who 


* *Che aid) ſhould be gone er enough out of their hands. 


Another, 
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'and practical error. ; amoN, bis ny very, ſerious, pairing 

*That when ſuch, as. are. dear 4 bepe are taken 3 
"they reckon their Fhonghts re are tO ipeipally employ- 

ed, in conſidering | ſuch a t apt iFive, or phwitive 


to then, Ti true, . that the : a 
of any « other kind, ' ſhould put Us upon. very ſerious EN- 


uiry, and Tearch? what the ſin is that. may, more eſpe- | 


cially, have deſerved: it. | But het ought, upon all oc- 
caſions, to. be principally conſidered in any caſe, that is 
Principal. As God do not make bk a Creature princi- 
"pally to wag me, .ſo-nor doth e take away ſuch a one 


to diſpleaſe Tye. . £47 Intere is ſupream,. 


heir he next,. mine comes after 'both' the other, There- 


L208 when the ſtream of hatches and Aﬀedtions hath- 


run, principally, in ſuch a caſe, upon our own aftliction, 
**tis time to check. it, and begin,to conſider, with ſome 
pleaſure, how the Loxd and that 'tranfJated Soul, are 


now pleaſed in one another !* He hath his end upon.” 


[14 own Creature, and it hath its end and reſt in 


»" 


othly, We 


gon of "that, as.well as: 
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5thly, We ſee the admirable power of Divine Grace, 
| thatit prevails againſt even the natw/Move of this bodily 
| - Life: Not where diſcontent, and wearineſs of Life con- 

tribute; but even where there is 'a willingneſs to live 
5 tro0, upon a valuable conſideration, as this Apoſtle doth 
elſewhere expreſs himſelf, vis. in the place before no- 
ted; and how eafily the Divine Pleaſure could reconcile 
him to Life; notwithſtanding what is aid in the Text, is 
ſufficiently fignified in the words immediately following 
it. And the Effe&t is permanent, not a ſudden tranſport, 
( wherein many are' induced to'throw away their Liyes 
upon-much lower Motives) 3 This appears to be an habi- 
tual» Inclination. At diſtant tirhes, we” find the Apoſtle 
in the ſame temper. That is not ſurely from the power o 
Nature, that is ſo much againſt it, as the ſtream of Na- 
ture now runs, 2. e. that a Man ſhould be willing to be 
plucked. in pieces, and ſevered from himſelf ! And'we ſee, 
Verſ. 5. whereto it is expreſly aſcribed, He that hath 
wrought us to the ſelf-ſame thing, is God. 


6thly, How black is their CharaFer, and how ſad. their © 

State,thatate more addited tothe Body,and this bodily life, 

than'#o'the' Lord;and that holy bleſſed Life weare to partake 
in with him ! Their Character 1s b/ack and horrid, a: it is 
divers, from that which truly belongs to all the People of 
1 God,that ever'liv'd on Earth 3 and fo doth diſtinguiſh 

them from fuck,” and place them among another” fort of 
| Men that belong not to him; ſuch as have their portion in 
this Life, their good things here 3 and who are to'expe&t 
nothing! hereafter,” but - woe and wailing, And who 
would not' be affrighted that 'finds'a Mark upon him, 
that ſevers'him from aa.” 7 SH bs of the Juſt, 

| 2 an 
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and the Bleſſed ! Their ſtate is alſo therefore fad and diſ- 
mal : And m as much as what they place their higheſt 
felicity in, (their abode in the Body ) they know will 
continue bug a little while. Who could ever, by their 
loye of this bodily Life, procure it to be perpetuated >- 
or by their dread of Mortality, make themſelves Immor- 
tal 2 Have not others, 1n all former Ages, lov'd the Bo-. 
dy .and this -World as much ? and what is become of 
them? Hath not Death ſtill (wept the Stage from Gene- 
ration to Generation ? and taken all away, willing; or 
unwilling'7 ? To have all my good bound up in what I 
cannot keep ! and to be in, a continual dreadof- what I 

- cannot avoid ! What can be more diſconſolate > How: 
grievous will it be to be torn, out of the Body ! not to 
reſign the Soul, but. have it drawn forth as a ruſty Sword 

out of the Sheath 3: A. thing which our utmoſt willing- 
nefs. ( will make. the more painful, but) cannot defer. 
Nd Man hath. power over the T'% to retain the Spirit, nor» 
hath he poxper- in death, 'Ecclel. 8. 8. How uncomforta-. 

ble, when the Lord's Preſence, the common joy of all 

good' Souls is tome a dread ! By the fame degrees by 

which an abode in the Body is over-defired, is that pre- 

ſence dreaded and difaffeted. And how deplorate is the- 
caſe, when this Body is the beſt ſhelter I have from that; 
Preſence ! Would I lurk in the Body, and-lie hid from. 
the preſence of the Lord > How eaſily, and how ſoon- 
will my Fortreſs be heaten down and laid in the Duſt !: 
and I be left 'naked and expoſed ! and then how fearful. 
things do enſue !. . 


But what now, doth this. fearful Caſe admit of no-re-. 
medy 2? It can-admit but of this only one, which there-- 
foxe I would. now. recommend and preſs: The ſerious, 
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 withthe Lord. And; 
1. On the part of the Body, and this bodily Life, con- 


T, 
1. How coſtly-it is to you !''you lay out upon it (the 
| moſt do): moſt of your Time, Thoughts, Cares. The 


greater 
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effeQual'endeavour of being, to a juſt degree, alienated 
from the Body, and of having the undue Love repreſt 
and wrought down of this bodily Life.” Miftake not; I * 
go not about to perſwade all, promſcuoufly, out of 
hand, and without more ado, to defire Death, or ab- 
ſence from the Body. The deſires of reaſonable Crea- 
tures ſhould be reaſonable 3 the produt of valuable 
Conſiderations, and rational Inducements. The preſent 


| caſe. of too 'many, 'the Lord knows, adrmits not they 


ſhould be willing to die. Who.are they that they ſhould 
defire the Day of the Lord 2 a Day of fach gloominef 
and darkneſs; as it is likely, ſhould it now dawhn, to prove 
to them? - No 3 but let all endeavour to get into that 
State, and have their Afﬀairs in ſuch a poſture that they 
—_—I n good terms, reconciled to the Grave ; 
that, ſeparation from the Body may be the matter; 
with them, of a rational and truly Chriſtian Choice. 

And fince, as hath been ſaid, there are two' terms be- 
tween which the inclination and motion of our Soils, in 
this caſe, muſt lie from- the one to the other,” vis. the 
"Body, and the Lord, life in the Body, and with the Lord. 
Let ſuch things be conſidered on both hands, as may 
juſtly tend to diminiſh” and * leflen' our indinatior} and 
love to the one, and increaſe it towards the other; $o 
as that all things being- conſidered, and upon the whole, this 
may be the reaſonable and Jeif juſiing reſult, to be well 
ed rather to be abſent - from the Body, and. to be preſent: 


Id: 
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greater part,. molt, Gor even all?) of-their-Eſtates;- AIP 
the Callings, you, can think of/3n the. World, and which-: 
alk held20 marr 86 a9 foale expencey are, wholly : for! 
the Bady: What coſtly Attendants mult it bave of Cooks, 
Bakers, . Brewers, . ;Mercers,.' Phyfacians, -, Lawyers, and-/i 
what..noti? _ Oge, only.,excepted that refers- to the 


And again, when. allis done, how little ſerviceable 1s : 
it 1, when .. you. would, employ. 1t,, ſometimes it -is fick, ; 
ſometimes lame z / ſometimes James the mind and intelle& : 
too,..that' it.cannot do its. Office, . meerly thorough the! | 
diſtemper, of, bodily Organs -3s/ar all rimes: dull, 
WER! +17 94113 01 5 113 OMG TRY j 
Yea moreover,, how-diſlerviceable ! hinders your do» 

ing. good,., prompts to. the! doing,, much evil. | What 'a 

world of ,oiſchixt, is: done among Men, meerly by-bodily - 
Luſts.and.to ſerve. fleſhly; Appetite..;Theſe fill the World 
with confuſign and, mnſerics of all;ſores. -.; All: cateh-from!» | 
others what they.can for the Service of the Body. Hence '+ *' 
1s competition of latereſts and.Defigns : No Man's Por-' : 
tion. is enough for bim to, ſerve/the Body, (or the'minds.! | 


as it is depraved, hy bodily Inclmuions!); And ſo-the World:: 
is torn by, its, Inhabitants, Countries waſted-and-laid dev) 
ſolate, Rebeoion it ſelf, made fubſervient to fleſhly Intereſt, -. 


and. thence 1s the.occafion of many.a bloody. Conteſt, of + 
Oppreſizons, Perſecutions, and:Violences 3. whereby, ma- 1 
ny times, it ſo falls out, that ſuch as are-moſt vigarouſlyr: * 


engaged in a deſign of ſerving the Body, deſtroy it ; their 
own. as well as other Mens, And (-which-1s moſt dread- 
fal) Souls are numerouſly loſt and periſh in the Scuffles - 
Yea, and very, oft, upqn.the account; (op pretence) of | 
Religion, whole only deſign it.is to fave Souls! And how =: | 
| " many 
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; many ;t0; ſaye- their Bodies, doſivog/icnen «cheir\ own 
;99uls | Nethaving\learn'd-thatariſtrucion ob our'$a- 
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being,gnable. to- ſuffer;! ſome) lefleribadily!lnooftivenion- 
ces, apoſtatize, and abandon their! Religion, whereby 
that; and their \Youls $00,; become: Semrrficernaithe'/fafety 
ad acao ation of an-jdolzid lampobf Clay! And 
Pow certainly: Gif, a-ſcaſonablei:Repantaocentdo notiin- 


* tervene) do they, who only thus tempt thehSdulsiof 


_ other,Men, defiroy theit.own! ANorcamit beckoubted, 


. grolly carnaliz'd,.churthatat 1850! 
 #be. ſupport . of -tbe badily -anidl animal 


at this,time of day,  andiafterith&iexperienbeof liorminy 
Ages,, wherein,,Chriſtzanity-hiath been! do ivifiblyuagd 
eligzon' pervert edt o 
\bmereſt,: chat hath 
thus embroiled the Chriſtian World. . How plain,av'it, 
that they who deſire to make a fair ſhew in the Fleſh, to 


'{trur.jn, pomp, ,to.glitterin ſceulargrandidurand (plen- 


dor,toilive-.in unrebukediſe caſe and are 
| the Men that: would: confiray: ta theiri canal Aber - 


vances !: Men, that: ſerve wot our Lord Feſws: Chriſt, but 


their amn Bellies, Who can #bink iti3s:pure'love to - 


Souls,; and. zeal for the. true ends.af the holy: peadeable - 


Religion of our: bleſſed-Jalus, -that:rhakes Itheoy ſorvdxa-. 


tious and troubleſome to all whom their fleſ&{y»>Armmiogr - 
reach and-ryin, and whom:their i Spirit atid: way i armot 
allure and, win ?., Who. :that underſtands Religion, and ' 


.the true deſign, of it, .and the: hlelled end wherein it 
will ſhortly texrminate;! would) agt:be glad: to be-reſoued 


out of this large diffyſiye unquiet-Empire-of 


that extends it felf over all things, min lin its odiaus - 


impurities, even with-what is moſt Sacred ! Who would 


.not- long to. be from-under this-Reign of 'the Beaſt, if 


height have:a fair way of eſtape! 


And 
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And where Religion is not in'the caſe, what multi- 
tudes of terrene Creatures, earthly-minded Men, are ſtu- 
pidly going down'to Perdition daily, and deſtroying 

ir Souls by meer negle&, ' while they are driving de- 
ſigns for the Body ! 

Which yet, in the mean time, is, at the beſt, but a 


; Priſon to the- beſt of Souls O how could #hey loye 


God! admire, 'and-praiſe him ! were they once- out of 
this Body ! | | : 

But it is not enough to a Subje&t wherein Love is im- 
planted, and'is a part of its Nature, to have only the 
proſpett of what -is w#lovely:; or be told only what is 
20t-to be loved. \ There muſt be ſomewhat to invite 
In 'as well asto depel and drive off There- 


213, Confider alſo, on the other part, The Lord, and 


that Life you are to tranſa# and live with him, Little can 


now befaid;” You are not-ignorant where much'is, and 
your own thoughts may, upon- much converſing with 
the Holy Oracles, ſuggeſt yet more. And you have 


\need-to; uſe your T $ here; the more largely, 


where/your'ſenſe doth not inſtrut'you, as on the other 
partit doth.” WIGHT "1. 

<Confider the Deſcriptions which you are copiouſly 
furniſb'd with, both of +im, and of the ftate in which 
you are to:be- preſent with him. Recount his glorious 
Excellencies 3 his immenſe and all-ſufficient Fulneſfs ; his 


Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, 'and Love in abſolute per- 


Confider his high, equal, comely, amiable Regency 


-over the bleſſed Community above, thatſpiritual 1ncor- 
 poreal People,the pleaſed joyful Inhabitants of the Cele. 


ſtial 
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ſtial Regions. - And that he rules over them, and com- 
municates himſelf univerſally to them, in a ſtate of per- 
fed Light, Purity, Peace, Love, and Pleaſure, that is 
alſo immutable, and never to know end. There is no- 
thing capable of attrafting an intelleQual Nature, which 
is not here ! 


But on both parts, ſuffer your ſelves to be directed 
alſo. 


x. Take heed of over-indulging the Body ; keep it 
in ſubjeRion, uſe it, and ſerve it not. Primitive Na- 
ture, and the Creator's wiſe and holy Pleaſure, ordain- 
ed # to ſerve. Loſe not your ſelves in it 3 take heed 
you be not buried, where you {hould but dwel/; and 
that you make not your Marſton your Grave. Manſion 
dol fay? call it as this Apoſtle doth,” and another, 
(2 Pet. 1.) your Tabernacle only 3 a Tent pitched for 
you, but for a little while. 

Every day look upan it (and without fond pity ) 
as deſtin'd to rottenneſs and corruption. - And as that; 
which when it ceaſes to be your cloathing, muſt be Worms 
meat, Labour to make the Thoughts eafte and: familiar 
to your ſelves. of leaving it 3 think-it not an uncouth 
thing. How doth that part of the Creation that is in- 
ferior to you, abound with like Inſtances > Of Fruits 
ſpringing up out of this Earth, and: growing to ripe- 
neſs and maturity, with Husks, Shells, or other Inte- 
guments, which then fall off ; ſuch as never ripen, 
they, and their enfoldings rot together. - Eſteem it 
your perfe&ion, - when your Shell will fall- off eaſily, 
and cleaves not fo cloſe, as to put you to pain when it-is 
to be ſevered from you. 

Endea- 
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Endeavour the Holy and Heavenly Nature may grow 
more, and more mature in you 5 ſo. Death will be the 
more alſo.an -taregretted thing to your Thoughts; By 
all means labour to overcbme the fear of it 5 which that 
you might, our.Lord alſo. rook. a Body. HForeſrnch 4s 
the Children are partakers J Fleſh and Blood, be alſo hing- 
ſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, that through Death he 
Sets bin oh the power of Death, that is the 
Devil : And deliver them, who through fear of Death, 
were all their life-time ſubje@ to bondage, ( Heb.2. 14,1 5.): 
Reckon not much of #hat fear, which is only the meer 
regret of ſenſitive Nature, purely javoluntary. And 
that 'can no more.obey the empire of the Mind, or be 
regulated 'by it, thati you can make ſtrajit a. crooked 
Leg by a meer aCt of your Will, or make your Body 
not feel pain. A fear from which the perfeftionof our 
Nature, - i our. bleſfied' Lord himſelf, was not exempt. 
But it is. one thihg:to extivg#iſbeven that Fear, another 
to overcome it, The former is _— you, the lat- 
ter neceſſary. It 1s overcome, when a ſuperior Principle 
verns you, and your Reſolutions and Courſe, i 
id our Lord. He did not, becdaſe of it, ſpare himſelf 
and decline dying. You thay feel perbaps ſomewhat of 
fach a fear (a ſecret {ſhrug ) when you are to: be let 
Blood, or have a Wound d. - It governs net jn 
. ach a lefs 'importarit Caſt, when (being convine'd it 
xs requiſite). you: omit not #he #ivg - notwithſtanding, 
Labour herem to. be' bardy, and: mercileſs to-this Fleſh, 
upon.the fore-thoughts of the time when God. will al- 
low you to ſtep: forth,. and go out: of: the Body ; and 
fay to/it, with an obdur'd mind, For all thy crauing, and 
forinking, thou. ſhalt be thrown off. | 


Labour 
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Labour it may, not only, not be:the matter of your 
prevailmg Fear, but be the matter of yow Hope. Look 
towards the approaching Seaſon, with pleaſant" chearfiil 
expectation : Aſpire ( as it belongs to you to do, who 
have recezved the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, that bleſſed Spi- 
rit of Adoption ) and groan for the Adoption, (the ſeaſon 
of your being more ſolemnly own'd for'Sons) viz: the 
redemption of the Body, Rom. 3. 23. Which though it 
ultimately refer to the Reſurre&ion, 'may be allowed to 
have an incompleat meaning 1n reference to Death too : 
For I ſee not but &mAtrpuns Ts eualGg-, may admitſuch 
| a conſtrudtion, as &m\vTgwns T8Y mrrpgpdoar, Heb.g. 15. 
4, e. that redemption of the Body may mean redemption 
from it ( wherein it & burthenſome, a grievance, and 

nalty) here, as well as there. The 'redemption of 
Frenfereſſions, doth truly mean lberation from the penalty 
of them, From which penal Evil, of, and by the'Bo- 
dy, (fo materially, at leaſt, it is) we are not perfet! 
freed- ( as our bleſiedneſs is not perfet) till Mortality 
ſwallowed np of Life, and all the adopted (the many Sons) 
be all brought to glory together. 

How. happy in the mean time is your cafe, when 
Death becomes the matter of your rational well- 
ed hope! You have many Hopes wherein/you are liable 
to diſappointment 3 Ton will then have one ſure Hope, and 
that will be worth/them all ; none can prevent you of 
this:Hope. Muny other things Ju F#ſtlyhope for, are 
hindred by ul-minded Men of their accompliſhment. 
Butall the wit and power” of your molt ſpiteful Ene- 
mies-can never. hinder you from dying. And how are 
you fenc'd againſt all the intervening Troubles of Life! 
Nikil metuit' qui optat mori, You have — to fear, if 
you defire to:diez nothing-but what, 'at leaſt, "Death 
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will ſhortly put an end to. Make this your aim ; To 
have Life for the matter of your Patience, and Death of 
your Deſire. 


2ly, Onthe other part alſo, labour to be upon good 
terms with the Lord ; ſecure it that he be yours. Your 
way to that is ſhort and expedne. The ſame-by which 
we become his, Ezek. 16. 8. I entred into Covenant with 
thee, and thou becameſt mine. Solemnly and unfeignedly 
accept him, and ſurrender your felves. Without this, 
who can expe& but to hear from him at laſt, Depart 
from-me, 1 kyow you not £ Know of your felves, demand 
an account, - Are you. ſincerely willing to be his 2 and 
to take him for yours; without hmitation or reſerves ? 
Matters are then agreed between him and you : And 
who can break or difanul the Agreement > Who can 
come between him and you 2 I often think of the high 
tranſport wherewith thoſe words are uttered 5 The excel- 
lent knowledg of Chriſt Feſws my Low, Phil.3.8. This is 
Chriſtian Religion, not 1n a Syſtem, but as it is a vital 
principle, and habit in the Soul, z»clining ws, making us 
gropenſe towards our bleſſed Loxd ; addifting and ſubdu- 
ing us to-him 5 uniting. us with him. Whereby we come 
to know by inward ſenſations ; to feel the transfufions of 
his ſpiritful. Light and Influence, and our Souls thereby 
caught, and bound in the. bundle of Life. So we 
have Chriſt form'd within ;, His Holy Fruths, Dodtrines, 
Precepts,. Promiſes, inwrought into the temper of our 
Spirits, And, as it follows in that Context, Phil. 3: to 
have him, according to- the States, wherein he facceſ- 
fively was, by correſpondent impreſſions repreſented in 
us.. So.as that we come to. bear the. Image of him, cr#- 


cifed: and. dying, firſt 3, then, reviving, and riſing ; and 


after- 


_—_— A Xc, we YE POR. COR mf nt ye" 


| 
| 
| 
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—_— a _ and glorified, To know him, and 
power of his ReſurreFion, and the fellowſhip of his ſuf- 
ferings, ih made: conformable to 1 Deck! 8 A 
wears, we might attain unto the ReſurreFion of ad, 
Verſ. 10, 11, 

Let us not be at reſt till we find it thus, in-fome mea- 
fure with us. If we feel our ſelves, after this manner, 
internally and initially conform'd to him, this will be both 
a Preparative and a Pledg of our future perfett confor- 
mity, both iriternal and external. - It will fi «s to be 
ever with the Lord ;, and aſſure us we ſhall, and can be 
no where elſe. That he and we ſhall not'to eternity 
dwell aſunder.. We ſhall neither fear to be externally 
conforms'd to him in his Death, to quit, and lay down the 
Body as he did'z nor deſpair of attaining with. him the 
ReſurreFion from the Dead, and of being preſent with 
him in Glory. Or that he ſhall recover for us, out of 
the Duſt, our vile abjeX' Bodies, (the T3 onua Ts Tx- 
Tev&os wav) the Body of our Humiliation; wherein 
we were humbled, as he was in-his, (as it follows in 
that, Ph3l. 3. »erſ. 21.) and make it like his own glori- 
ous Body, (ouupper, conform, and agreeable) by that 
power, by which he is able even to ſubdue all things to him- 

';/ 2 M3 


In the mean time, as this preſent ſtate adnits, con- 


verſe much with him every day. Be-not ſtrangers to 


him 3 often; recognize, and renew your Engagements 
to him. Revolve in your Thoughts his Intereſt-in you, 


' and yours in him. Andthe nearer relation which there 


} is between him and you, than that between you and 


this Body. Recount with your ſelves the permanency 


- and laſtingneſs of that Relation. That whereas this 


Body, as' now it is (a terreſtrial Body ) will not be” 
yours 
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ad Iamblic. 


+ & 6W. 


ſus, our 


# Julian. Ep. - 


| yours long 3 | Her is to be your God. for ever and ever, 


That, ' though Death muſt ſhortly ſeparate you. from 
this, Pody : Nether. Life nor. Death," P. rincipalities nor 
Powers, things -preferth, #or things to come, ſhall ever ſepar 
rate you fon the Love of God which is in Chriſt, ur Fe 
d. . While this Body is a Body of Death to 
you, ke is your" Lite, your Hope, and your exceeding 
Joy, z4ur better, more laudable, and more excellent Self, 
mare intomate. to you, than you' can be to your Ys (a 
hath been anciently, and. often ſaid ) 5 And for. the 
taining'whoſe preſence, abſence from the Body is a very 
ſmall matter. Ca. an Epic 1s Dh wv 
A great * Prince (in-.an Epiltle to ? tle 
tells him. I ſeem to, my ſelf nat to bea Man, yes 
ſaying is) while I am abfent from Iamblickws, (or while 
I am not converſant f with him). That we. can better 
endure our Lord's.abſence, is ſurely a thing, it felf, not 
to. be-cndured.. We ſhould ' labour our acquaintance 
with him, {ſach-,as 'is fat to --be between 1o Treat A 
Majeſty; and ſuch. mean Creatures as we) ſhould grow 
ally. | | « 
| Ya and endeavour to make the Thoughts more 
familiar to. qur. (elves, of ſpiritual Beings in the gone- 
ral, For we are to ſerve, and converſe with him ina 


Fawnouy community of ſuck Creatures. Av: intmmera- 


le company of Angels ; Tbe General: Afjembly, andthe 
Church of Eu Born, .and COLE Juſt Man 
made perfect, Heb, 12.28; Jn a: Region; where! an 
earthly Body, remaining; ſuch, can | have. no- place. 
Why do we. make the Thoughts of a Spirit out of a 
Body ſo ſtrange to; our ſelves? We meet with hun- 
dreds of Spirits, #» Bodies, and moving Bodies to and 
fro, in; the Streets every day, and are not ſtartled at-it; 

ls 


- 
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F a Body fo much nearer 'a-kin to us, than's Spirit ; 
that we maſt have' ſo meer 4 thirg to come between, 
to mediateand ceconvle-us to ie? Why ace we/afraid 
of what we are ſo nearly allyed unto? Can we'not en- 
dure to (ce or think of a Man at [iberty, (ſuppoſe it 
were a Friend or a Brother) if, we our ſelves were in 
Priſon £ The more ealy. you make: the apprehevfian to 
your {elves of a diferabody'd Spirit, #, e. free, 1 tnean, 
of any terreſtrial Body, the better we. ſhall xeliſh the 
Thoughts of him who is the Head: of that glorious So- 
cn _ are _ be Shae unto 5 _ the Low is thas 

wit, the Ennnent, 4 and: overnuig 
Spirit, (to be ever beheld oy his" glorified, ; Body, 
as an eternal Monurhent: of his Undertaking, for 


us, and an aſfuring endearment . of bis Relation: t0- 
us - 


The better-your Minds will comply with the .precon- 
ceived Idea we ate to entertain. our: ſelves with, of the 


Conſtitution, Order, * Employment, . and Nelights of- 
that vaſt- ColleQion. of Heavenly Afociates: we. ſhall- 


dwell with for ever. [And the more:will you. ſo} -40- 


celine tobe abſarit from' this: Body, 'that| (amongthem)” 


you may be.cver prefeut with the Lord. 


And/if you thus cheriſh this. pleefert Inelination, 


think how-grateful it will be when. #t comes ta |be {a- 
tified ! 'How natural is that Reſt thatends in the Cen-- 
ter, to which a thing is carried: by. a/natural motion | 
How pleaſantly doth the departed Soul of that good Gems - 
tlewoman, whoſe deceaſe we Jament, folace it {elf-in the 
preſence of her Glorious Lard ! .:I ſhall - ſay little: ogn- 


cerning her 3 You will. have. her. jult en p9='® 


— 


_ 
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at large e're long. I'had indeed the opportunity, by an 
occaſional abode ſome days under the ſame Roof, (e- 
veral Years before ſhe came! into that Relation wherein 
ſhe finiſh'd her Courſe) to obſerve her ſtrangely vivid, 
and great Wit, and very ſober Converſation. But the 
turn'and bent of her Spirit towards God, and Heaven, 
more-remarkably- appear'd a' conſiderable time after. 
Which when it did, ſhe ſhew'd how much more ſhe 
ſtudied: the- Intereſt 'of: her Soul! than the *Body ;, and 
how-much more ſhe valued wertal and ſpiritual Excel- 
lencies,”than-worldly Advantages, in the choice of her 
Conſort, whom ſhe accepted to be the Companion and 
ds of her Life, 6 | 

She gave” proof, herein, of the real greatnef of her 
Spirit 3-and- how much ſhe difſdain'd to be guided by 
their vulgar Meaſures, that have not Wit, and "feaſor; 
and" Reſ;gion enough to value the Accompliſhments of the 
Mind; and mner Man. - And to underſtand that Know- 
letg, ' Holineſs, \an heavenly Heart, entire devotedneſs to 
the Redeemer; a willingneſt to ſpend and be ſpent in the 
Service | of God, are: better and more. valuable things, 
than ſo many, Hundreds or . Thouſands a Year. And 
that no external Circumſtances can fo far. dignify- a 
Drunkard, an Atheiſt, a profane Wretch, as that, com- 
pared with one that bears ſuch CharaGters, he. ſhould 
deſervetobe *ſimply.reckon'd'the better Man. And that 
meer” ſober carnahity, and ungodlinefs, ' ſuffice; not to caſt 
the Ballahce.: - Or 'that have fo little of: theſe Qualifica- 
tions for the _—_—_ a true-Judgment, as to think that 
Calling diſhonourable, and a diminution to a Man, that 


refers immediately to the Soul; and the unſeen. World, 
and-that relates and ſets him neareſt to God. | 


She 


A 
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She-knew how to make her eftimate of the Honour 
of a. Family, and a'Pedigres, as;things'vahuable # tHeit 
kind, without allowing: her ſelf (6:much vanity, 'as to 
reckon they were things af - the moiF excellene kind, and 
to: which nothing pe | could be equal. | | Arid: well 
underfiood, of the perſonal-Endowments of the Body, 
and the Mind, which were to have the'preferehce,'. Her 
Life might teach all, thoſe efpecially' of 'her-own- Sex; 


ſes, than to indulge, and trim, and adorn the 
which is moſt 'minded by them who (as' that ſhows) 


- thata Life's time in the Body, is for ſome other _ 
Y3 


have, . in the mean. time, moſt. n 


others ſignify, to the making us mind-our own,” We 

behave our ſelves as if Death were-a thi tobe - 
undergone by ſome few Perſons, here and theres and 
that the moſt ſhould 'feape 5; and as if we took*ir fot 


nted, we ſhould be of the exempted number. How 
oon are Impreſſions, from ſuch occafions, talk'd, and 
trifled, and laugh'd, and jeſted away ! Shall we: now 
learn more to ſtudy, and underſtand 'our own Natures? 
To contemplate our ſelves, and! our Duty thereupon 2 - 
That we are-a- mortal, immortal ſort of Creatures.” That 
we are /ojourners only tn a Body, which we muſt ſhortly 
leave to Duſt and Worms ? That we are Creatures uni- - 
ted with Bodies, but ſeparable from them > Let each of 
us think, I am onethat can live FIG and.can live - 
| of 


/iand=( h 
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© 5 tighband tide 'to theſe Bodics and. Lives of, ours. - 


of «Bur. White Live in-one,. that Body is not mine, 


dwell notin mine own. That the Body muſt be for the 
the Lord, as he willthen be for the Body. That we ſhall 


dwell comfortleſs and miſerable in the Body, if we dwell 
init ſolitary and alone, and have not with us a better - 


Inhabitant/+ That our Bodies, are to be .Manfions' for 
a. Deity, Houſes for Religion, Temples of the Holy Ghoſs. 
Othe venerable-thoughts we ſhould have of theſe Bo- 
dies upon this account ! How careful ſhould we be not 
to debaſe rg eres 1 rrugony AR Glee, ag os core 
rapt the It ; DIM 1H Di oz, I Cor. 3. 16. 
Will'\a' Man x God ? break and; violate his- Houſe ? 


- how horridaB !/, Shall we agree to. reſign theſe 
Bodics,: and- this bodily Life? Our meetmg will have- 


been to good. purpoſe; might this be. the united ſenſe 
dil 'Aﬀſembly.-': © Lord here we ſi 
«218 diſclaim Gotherwiſe than for, - and under thee' 


"* preſent (aur Bodies boly, acceptable, living (yet; living 


% Qacrifices, 45, 0ur reaſonable Service. Let us do ſo, and 
NR are hereafter ot to live to our ſelves, nor to 


ate, at:le By: 0-007 ſelves, . but living dyi g to be 
ye: ek 


Gr. OA 4 "wary -; 
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